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Course Syllabus

Course Title:  
Earth/Space Science 
		
Teacher:  
Mrs. Manson
Email:  cdhinton@volusia.k12.fl.us
Website:  nsbearthscience.wikispaces.com
Office hours:  Every day except for Wednesday, one-half hour before lunch.  

Remind 101 
[bookmark: _GoBack]An occasional text will be sent out to remind students of upcoming assignments and tests.  See Mrs. Manson for instructions on how to join REMIND 101.


Text   Allison, DeGaetano, Pasachoff Holt McDougal Earth Science.  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2012.

Mandatory Class Supplies (bring EVERYDAY)
· 3 or 5 Subject Spiral Notebook
· Pens/pencils 
· Glue stick

Course Description:
This course will teach students the foundations of the composition, properties, and changes associated with the Earth and Space, things that affect our everyday lives. Students will be introduced to the building blocks that “make things happen” in the real world, as well as those things that have already shaped our environment. 

Instructional Methods:
Students in this classroom will learn through theory, hands-on laboratory experience, reinforcement and exploration activities, projects, and computer labs.  

Behavior
· Students are to follow the school rules in our classroom.  Please see the student handbook for a list of school policies. 
· Disruptive or disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated in class.
· Food and Drinks are not allowed in the classroom.  
· Texting is prohibited in Earth/space science at ALL times.  If a student is caught texting during class, he/she will be given a referral.  
· Students are expected to be in class, on time daily.  





Interactive Science Notebooks (ISN)
Students are expected to keep an organized, up-to-date ISN.  The notebook will be graded periodically.  This is the most important study tool used by students to ensure class success.


EOC
This class has an end of course exam which will be administered in the final weeks of the school year.  To prepare for this exam, students should study their ISNs.  

Safety
Safety procedures are discussed before every lab.  If a student does not follow the procedures, he or she will be asked to leave the class for the lab period and will receive a zero on the assignment.


Homework/ Classwork Policy:
Students who are submitting late work (due to absence) have one day, or one day for each day absent (whichever is greater), to submit work unless the teacher determines there are extenuating circumstances which necessitate an extension.  It will be a best practice for students to make up tests within a school week of the original assigned date unless the teacher determines there are extenuating circumstances which necessitate an extension.  

Intervention and Remediation: 
The focus of instruction should be on getting students to achieve their full learning potential. 
· When students demonstrate a lack of proficiency on standards they must receive intervention(s), which may lead to assessment retakes or alternative assignments. 
· When students demonstrate a lack of mastery on standards they may receive intervention(s) that require them to attend office hours on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday of each week. Office hours take place during the first thirty minutes of the lunch period on the three assigned days listed above. 
· Each 9 week grading period, students shall have the opportunity to retake at least one summative assessment. All retakes require that the student attend office hours for intervention assistance on Tuesday and Thursday in order to retake a test during office hours on Fridays.  Additional retakes shall be determined based upon individual student data. 
	














Grading Practices:
Students and parents need timely and accurate feedback in order to effectively monitor learning progress. 
· Best practice: Grade book should be updated weekly (except in the case of extensive assignments or unusual circumstances). 
· When a student’s score on a retake is less than the original score, the higher score should be used. Scores should not be averaged. 
Letter grades are a reflection of the student’s level of academic achievement on the courses’ performance standards as defined in the middle school curriculum guides/maps. The following grade scale shall be used to determine a letter grade and the following quality point system shall be used to determine grade point average and honor roll:
	Grade 
	Grade Range 
	Quality Points 
	Description 

	A 
	90-100 
	4.0 
	Outstanding Progress (Mastery) 

	B 
	80-89 
	3.0 
	Above Average Progress 

	C 
	70-79 
	2.0 
	Average Progress (Proficiency) 

	D 
	60-69 
	1.0 
	Lowest Acceptable Progress 

	F 
	0-59 
	0.0 
	Failure 

	I 
	  0.0   
	    In progress toward grade level proficiency
    in skills and concepts 



Class Participation:
All students are expected to take an active part in the learning environment of the classroom.  This means coming to class on time and being prepared to learn.

Academic Dishonesty:
The Volusia County School Board’s Code of Student Conduct has defined Academic Dishonesty as a level II offense.  Academic Dishonesty is defined as “Dishonesty, such as cheating, plagiarism, or knowingly furnishing false information to the school district.  Such behavior may result in reduction in grades, classroom discipline as determined by the instructor, suspension or expulsion from school and/or school activities including student organization”.



Working together with parents, school personnel and community members, New Smyrna Beach High School students
will graduate with the knowledge, skills, and values necessary to be positive contributors to society.
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